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Dempsey Extends Championship Lead with Pole Position Point 

 
BRASELTON, Ga., September 24, 2009 – Peter Dempsey of Juncos Racing qualified in the 
pole position this afternoon after being fastest in two out of the three previous sessions this 
weekend at the Petit Le Mans event in Road Atlanta.  The Irishman also snatched another point 
for qualifying in first position, extending his points lead in the Star Mazda Championship 
presented by Goodyear to eight points (400-392) over fellow competitor Adam Christodoulou.  
Starting in second position beside Dempsey on the front row is 17-year old Conor Daly who 
currently lies third in the Championship with 342 points. 
 
Teammate Toshihiro Deki qualified in 19th position and will start only two positions behind rival 
Expert Series competitor, Chris Cumming.  The Japanese native is currently leading the Expert 
Series Championship by 24 points (172-148) and with only two races to go, the Star Mazda 
Championship rookie is nearing the end of his quest to win the 2009 Expert Series 
Championship title. 
 
Deki qualified with the first group in a two-group qualifying session, while Dempsey was 
scheduled to qualify with the second group.  An incident at the end of the first group’s 20-minute 
qualifying session caused a red flag, postponing the start of the second group’s session and 
cutting its total time down to only ten minutes.  The abbreviated second session only allowed 
Dempsey to complete six laps before the checkered flag came out, making his qualifying result 
even more impressive. 
 
Last season, Dempsey started the Road Atlanta race from the pole position, but a collision with 
another driver near the end of the race took away his chance to win the race as well as the 2008 
Star Mazda Championship title.  This season, the 23-year old hopes to have much better luck in 
the race tomorrow and turn out a much better result than last year. 
 
“Qualifying went extremely well, considering the session was shortened by ten minutes”, says 
Dempsey.  “It was important that we could go out and get up to speed quickly.  The Juncos 
Racing car ran as well as it has all weekend, and we made the pole for the fourth time this year.  
Hopefully, we can bring this form into the race tomorrow and go for our fifth win of the season.” 
 



“I’m disappointed with my result because I know I could’ve done better today, but I know I just 
need to finish this race this best I can”, says Deki.  “If I can stay consistent, I can gain more 
Championship points and hopefully maintain my lead in the Expert Series.  I’m looking forward 
to competing for that lead in the race tomorrow.” 
 
Round 12 of the Star Mazda Championship will take place tomorrow, September 25, at the 
2.54-mile road course in Road Atlanta.  Juncos Racing’s battle for two Championship titles will 
continue as the 45-minute timed race commences tomorrow at 5:30pm EST. 
 
Peter Dempsey, #3, The Collection/Motorsport Ireland/Quayside.ie/Irish Sports Council/Juncos Racing 
Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed Best Lap/Laps 
Qualifying 1st  1:19.584 114.897 6/6 
 
Toshihiro Deki, #80, Juncos Racing 
Session Finished Best Lap Time Best Speed Best Lap/Laps 
Qualifying 19th  1:23.240 109.851 3/11 
 
About Juncos Racing: Juncos Racing is located in Vero Beach, Florida, U.S.A. The team is centrally 
located in Florida to offer diverse levels of racing year round.  Juncos Racing operates out of a state of 
the art facility which houses vehicles suitable for all levels of racing, from go-karts to open wheel Formula 
race cars.  It is one of the few teams in the United States which offers a development program starting 
from racing go-karts to racing professional open wheel race cars. Our goal is to provide younger and 
older drivers alike with a foundation upon which they can build a career in motorsports. We offer two and 
three-day racing schools which cover theoretical and hands-on driving techniques. With your dedication 
and our expertise and advanced training techniques, we are confident that you will achieve and master 
the fundamentals of racing.  For more information, please visit www.juncosracing.com. 
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